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Editor's Notes 

The Georgia Historical Society is nearing the completion 
of its first century. Founded in 1839, it is now well in its 
eighty-first year. Some facts in its past history may well be 
told here at this time. 



The frrst person to suggest its founding was Israel Keech 
Tefft, who was its first Corresponding Secretary, an office held 
by him for twenty-three years, from June 4th, 1839, to June 
30th, 1862, when he died. He was officially out of office for 
a short period of two months (Dec. 12, 1853, to Feb. 13, 1854), 
when he had arranged to go abroad for a long stay, but his 
plans failed, and at the next annual meeting, after resigning 
his office, he was re-elected. During that short time the office 
was filled by his friend, Mr. A. A. Smets, another original 
member. 



The long friendship between Messrs. Smets and Tefft was 
broken by the death of both, a very short time apart, the 
former dying May 9th, 1862, and the latter one month and 
twenty-one days later, June 30, as stated above. 

Mr. Smets was Treasurer of the Society from February 
12, 1855, to the time of his death, seven years and nearly 
three months. 



Mr. Smets lived and died on the northeast corner of Bull 
and Jones Streets, in Savannah, while Mr. Tefft lived and 
died on the Southwest corner of these streets. 



148 THE GEORGIA HISTORICAL QUARTERLY 

There is at this time only one member of the Society 
living who has been connected with it continuously from the 
year 1866; while there are only fourteen persons now living 
who joined before 1867, but resigned their membership. One 
of these, after an absence of many years, returned, and is 
again a member. 



A fact well worthy of record is that the Society did not 
cease its activities during the War of Secession, but held its 
meetings regularly. 



